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chance of success. Hope leads me on to fancy my confidence itself has something of success in it, and I seem to recollect something of the same kind of ardour when I stood at Trinity.
However, before many weeks were out, he was obliged to let out to his Father the hopes he had been so carefully concealing from him. Made anxious by the tone of his son's letter, written on occasion of his birthday, he wrote to warn him that, if he continued in the desponding temper which his letters home betokened, he certainly would not be able to do justice to his talents and attainments, and would be the cause of his own failure. This obliged him to answer on March 15 thus :
I assure you that they know very little of me, and judge very superficially of me, who think I do not put a value on myself relatively to others. I think (since I am forced to speak boastfully) few have attained the facility of comprehension which I have arrived at from the regularity and constancy of my reading, and the laborious and nerve-bracing and fancy-repressing study of mathematics, which has been my principal subject.
On the 18th he repeats in a private memorandum :
I fear I am treasuring up for myself great disappointment; for I think I have a great chance of succeeding. I lay great stress on the attention I have given to mathematics, on account of the general strength it imparts to the mind. Besides, ever since my attempts at school, I have given great time to composition. As when I was going up for my degree examination every day made my hopes fainter, so now they seem to swell and ripen as the time approaches.
The examination was now close at hand, and lie suffered some reaction of feeling when he plunged into it. On the close of it he thus writes :
I have several times been much comforted yesterday and to-day by a motto in Oriel hall [in a coat of arms in a window], Pie repone te. I am now going to bed, and have been very calm the whole evening. Before I look into this book again it will be decided.nce,; and who, indeed, \\ill not  tis:lim   u»«M*i<r   ^   l?^
